Postoperative pulmonary edema after cervical spine surgery--a case report.
Injury of the cervical spine may cause serious complications and neurological sequelae. Recently, a patient with C1-2 spinal cord compression developed pulmonary edema postoperatively associated with unstable hemodynamics, which might result from overzealous fluid administration in order to correct neurogenic shock during anesthesia. Therefore, early recognition and timely use of vasoconstrictors, together with judicious fluid replacement are important in the anesthetic management of patients with cervical spine injury undergoing surgery. In addition, the placement of pulmonary artery catheter is crucial for assessing the cardiac function and fluid status.